
dm
irs.wa.gov.au

Government of Western Australia
Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety

(2020–21 financial year)

* Includes projects planned, possible, committed or under construction as of September 2021

Sales value Tonnes sold Exports Full-time
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(St George Mining)

Ÿ A Tier-1 scale maiden Mineral Resource 
estimate has been announced for the 
Julimar PGE–Ni–Cu–Co–Au project, 
located ~70 km north of Perth with 330 Mt 
at 0.94 g/t palladium+platinum+gold, 0.22% 
nickel, 0.21% copper and 0.021% cobalt 
reported 

Ÿ Exploration continues across the State, with 
new discoveries made in the Pilbara region 
at the Andover prospect (Azure Minerals), 
Bryah Basin at the Mount Labouchere 
prospect (Bryah Resources) and within the 
Goldfields at the Mt Alexander prospect

Ÿ The Murrin Murrin, Nova–Bollinger and 
Ravensthorpe mines also produced cobalt 
as a byproduct from their nickel operations

Ÿ Anticipated demand for battery minerals 
has encouraged the reopening and 
development of new nickel mines, such as 
Cosmos (Western Areas), Ravensthorpe 
(First Quantum), Mt Keith Satellite project 
(Nickel West), Cassini and the reopening of 
the Savannah underground mine  

Ÿ Western Australia also ranked among the 
top global producers for cobalt in 2020, with 
all cobalt produced as a byproduct from 
operating nickel mines

Ÿ The Yilgarn Craton is Australia's premier 
nickel-producing region containing some of 
the world's largest nickel resources which 
are equivalent to 33 Mt of contained nickel

Western Australia hosts world-
class nickel deposits

Ÿ Production in 2020–21 reached 158 710 t of 
nickel (metal and concentrate) from eight 
operating projects
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LateriteSulfide Laterite + sulfide
Resource estimates have been rounded

* Resource estimates are not JORC 2012 compliant
1 Includes Yakabindie resources
2 Includes Cliffs and Venus resources
3 Includes West Jordan resources
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Resources estimated according to JORC 2012

Nickel projects with resources >100 Kt contained nickel
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BHP Group (Nickel West)

Carnavale Resources

BHP Group (Nickel West)
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Ardea Resources
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BHP Group (Nickel West)

Metals X 

First Quantum /
Pohang Iron and Steel Co.
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Western Areas 

A-Cap Resources /

Blackham Resources

Western Areas /
Great Western Exploration

IGO
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Poseidon

Wingstar Investments

Zetek Resources /
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BHP Group (Nickel West)

Chalice Mining
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Sabre Resources /
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