






11/05/2026, 13:57 A new dawn: Japan and Australia make it officially critical I Stockhead 

Japanese trading company Hanwa and the Government of Japan have both 

expressed an interest in the private company, which is developing the production of 

low-emission, high-purity magnesium suitable for defence, aerospace, electronics 

and green energy applications. 

The Speewah fluorite project, a joint venture between Sumitomo Corporation and 

JOGMEC, in collaboration with Darwin's Tivan (ASX:TVN), aims to produce acid-grade 

fluorite, a key raw material for hydrofluoric acid used in semiconductors, EVs, and 

other advanced technologies. 

Fluorite, also known as fluorspar and dubbed the lithium killer, was added to 

Australia's critical minerals list in 2023 as a key component in next-gen EV batteries. 

RZ Resources' (ASX:RRZ} Copi mineral sands project in New South Wales, with 

support from JX Metals Corporation and Marubeni Corporation, has pledges of 

support from Export Finance Australia and the US Export Import Bank. 

The mine and associated infrastructure, currently under state government 

assessment, includes extraction and processing of up to 45Mtpa of ore via dredge 

mining over 20 years. 
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